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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS
Greetings Sorors,
It is with great honor and
pleasure that I share the work
and accomplishments of our
chapter from the spring 2019
semester. During my
presidency, I'm proud of the
progress made and the work
that was done! Please continue
to turn the pages of this edition
of Diva Digest where you can
learn about our programs and
initiatives from spring. Please
continue to stay informed
about what the chapter is up to
in the future!
AOML,

DeAundra Oldfield
DeAundra Old ield
2018-2019 Lambda Psi
Chapter President
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FOUNDERS'
DAY

106

JANUARY 13, Y E A R S
2019

This year's Founders' Day
celebration was certainly one to
remember! Sorors celebrated the
dynamic 22 women who founded
our illustrious sorority with a
weekend packed full of events.
Starting Friday, January 11th, the
chapter informed the campus about
our organizations history in a set
presentation. The following Sunday,
January 13th, sorors fellowshipped
with Gainesville Alumnae Chapter
sorors in a worship service at
Greenhouse Church and a brunch
shortly therea ter.
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At the fifth annual
Mind, Body, and Soul
Conference, we dove
deep into what it really
meant to be a woman
who embodies beauty
but also maintains the
ability to tap into her
inner beast.
On Day 1, we tackled
the mind with
workshop sessions.
The session called "The
REAL You" challenged
attendees' personal
definitions of beauty
and encouraged them
to affirm themselves
and reframe negative
thoughts they may
have.
"No Justice, No Peace"
called women to action
in using their bodies to
protest! Using some
existing movements as
examples (i.e. #MeToo,
Slut Walk, Women's
Wall), we tasked
everyone with
establishing their own
movement to empower
women.
“Her purpose, her pace:
a game called L.I.F.E”
discussed how various
scenarios affect black
women emotionally and
professionally in the
form of a life-sized
board game.

The

MIND, BODY, AND SOUL
CONFERENCE
SHE'S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST
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The Lovely Ladies of the
Lambda Psi Chapter spent
the weekend of January 18th
through 20th at the 2019
Florida & The Bahamas
Cluster in Ponte Vedra, FL.
We enjoyed this time
learning at the various
workshops and interacting
with our sorors. By far, the
highlight of the weekend
was winning Delta Jeopardy.
Most importantly, we
learned the importance of
practicing self-care and to
not mistake it with
selfishness. We also had the
pleasure of meeting one of
our chapter's very own
charter member: Janie Mae
Fulton. We met a host of
other past Lambda Psi sorors
as well.
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2019
FLORIDA AND
THE BAHAMAS
CLUSTER

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL
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Celebrating Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

On January 21st, the chapter celebrated the life and
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by dedicating our
morning to completing a service activity in a
historically black cemetery in Archer, FL with other
chapters in the National Pan-Hellenic Council. Shortly
thereafter, we participated in the Gainesville MLK
March alongside Gainesville Alumnae Chapter sorors.
It began in Bo Diddley Plaza in Downtown Gainesville
and concluded at the MLK Center on the east side of
town.
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DATING ON A DIME
January 30, 2019
Through a cosponsorship
with the Zeta Phi Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity,
Inc., we taught the campus
how to take someone on a
romantic or platonic date
without brekaing the bank,
just in time for Valentine's
Day.
Between a dating simulation,
debrief, and relationship
panel featuring our chapter
advisor and her husband,
attendees were equipped
with tangible knowledge on
how to plan an engaging
date in Gainesville on a
college student's budget.
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February 2, 2019

Community
Garden
PLANTING DAY FOR THE

As part of a new chapter initiative, we
partnered with a church in an underserved
area in Gainesville to initiate a community
garden. The goal of the garden is to serve as a
sustainable source of produce for the
communities that are classified as food
deserts, much of which is home to black
residents. On planting day, we began to see
the fruits of much of the behind the scenes
work come to fruition. As the time goes on,
we will continue to nurture the garden and
bring forth produce to serve the public.
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National Black HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day Block Party

2. 9.19

In a cosponsorship with several other organizations, the
chapter attended the National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness
Day Block Party to increase awareness amongst the black
community and encourage people to get tested in order to
learn their status.

Crimson Valentine
In another cosponsorship with the
Zeta Phi Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Inc., we distributed
candy grams for Valentine's Day.
Students were able to place orders
via social media and in-person at
Turlington Plaza during tabling.
This was a program through the
Ways and Means Committee.

2. 11.19

11

WITH PRIDE:
UPLIFTING
BLACK ARTISTS
AND ACTIVISTS

2.10.2019

With the combined efforts of the Social Action and Arts & Letters Committees, we
celebrated Black History Month by honoring black LGBTQ pioneers of the past,
recognized artists and activists of the present, and empowered those of the future.
We reflected on the journeys of some trailblazing artists and activists of today who
work tirelessly to keep the dream alive. These artists unapologetically push
boundaries even further to ensure queer people of color are seen and appreciated
through their various forms of art.
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FEBRUARY 15-17, 2019

FISS Weekend

FLORIDA INVITATIONAL STEP SHOW

Congratulations are in order
for many members of the
chapter as it relates to FISS
Weekend. Beginning with
the FX Fashion Show on
Friday night, Soror Nheissa
Isidor gave a jaw-dropping
performance as one of the
models.
Then, Saturday
afternoon members of
the step team
competed in the
annual stroll-off
competition against
other UF NPHC
organizations and
Lambda Psi took home
first place for the 3rd
year in a row!

To conclude the weekend,
Soror Christela Tout-Puissant
did an amazing job executing
the actual step show serving as
FISS Director this year! And
Soror Danie Etienne
represented well as the leader
of the NPHC Unity Step.
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COMMUNITY

2.21.2019

WORKING
WITH
THE
DELTA
ACADEMY & G.E.M.S.

During Collegiate Connection Month, we coordinated with the
Gainesville Alumnae Chapter to present a workshop to their Delta
Academy and G.E.M.S. members. We talked with them about how to
sustain a healthy lifestyle as well as how to thrive and survive in college.

The chapter had the pleasure of assisting with the Black History Month
Living Wax Museum Event at Rawlings Elementary School! The students
served as wax figures representing black historical pioneers and
educated others on black achievement. Students were provided with
treats for their outstanding performance along with great culturallyinclusive books from our Pass That Book initiative!

LIVING WAX MUSEUM

2.28.2019
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COMMUNITY
4.9.2019
In a partnership with campus organization
HOPE Meals, members of the chapter helped
distribute bag lunches to Gainesville's
homeless camp GRACE Marketplace. This
was a humbling, eye-opening experience
where we were able to reach out and bless
others.

HOPE
MEALS
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SPRING WEEK

For this year's Spring Week, we social
taboos in a series of programs themed
"Escape Room."

We began the week with a church service where we invited the community to fellowship with us
and begin the week with God in our minds and spirits.
Monday marked the first program of the week hosted by the Social Action Committee. Local
organization representatives offered a deeper understanding of what human trafficking is and
how we can all be advocates for those who may be in danger.
Tuesday was sponsored by Arts & Letters. This event was a real life escape room which taught
attendees about the ways black art is often culturally appropriated.
On Wednesday, Campus Outreach offered a safe space for men to analyze social taboos and
evaluate what it really means to be a man in today's world.
On Thursday we took a look at how we could all stand to benefit financially from using social
media as a branding and marketing tool rather than a pass time.
And finally, to close out the week on Friday and Saturday chapter members worked in our
community garden and put on a car wash through the Ways and Means Committee.
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4.20.2019

GATOR NATION
FIELD DAY
12TH ANNUAL

Gator Nation
Field Day is a
staple chapter
events that
directly promotes
the Physical and
Mental Health
thrust. Each year
we choose a
philanthropy that
will benefit from
the proceeds of
registration.
Through our
"Crimson
Olympics," we
raised $200 for
the Gainesville
National Alliance
on Mental Illness.
We had 2 rounds
of 6 stations, a
lunch intermission
and dance battle
all before
announcing the
Theta Sigma
Chapter of Alpha
Phi Alpha the
winners.
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DR. PAULETTE C.
WALKER CHAPTER
"SOCIAL ACTION
AWARD"
We are proud to have
received this award during
the 25th Annual Florida
Delta Days at the Capital
for our inaugural "This is
America" program
inspired by the popular
song and video which
highlights inequities in
society relating to social
justice and race. Back in
September, we educated
the campus about the
e fects of the prison
industrial complex
alongside the Theta Sigma
Chapter of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

this is America
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Congratulations to our
2019 Graduates!

BAHASI
CHAPMAN

DANIE ETIENNE

RENEE
KENNEDY

BRIANNA
MOON

BROOKE
HENDERSON

SIMONE
LOFTMAN

ROMAE
MORGAN

MYIA O'NEAL
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

You may continue following
the work of the Lambda Psi
Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. on our
website at the following:

@LambdaPsiDivas

www.LPDST.com

It's been my pleasure
serving as the chapter
newsletter editor for
the past year. I take
pride in recounting so
many memories and
accomplishments of
this beloved chapter.
As I am one of the
graduating sorors, I
hope and pray the
person who follows me
will enjoy each and
every moment archving
the chapter's history as
I have. Thank you for
reading to the end.
AOML,

Heaven
Taylor-Wynn

